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Communist China -“laca: the Chinese have. ap~ 
parently restmed construction of a road from southern 
Yunnan Provinee into northern Laos. 














Working on a road leading southward from the ‘border 
willage of Ban Botene. The TeaeSre apparently are 
aca ompanded by 






spur fscaiee southeast howard Mueong Sad. 





tha, with “8 


Roads linking Nem Tha and Muong Sai with China 
Would facilitate the flow of supplies to Pathet Lao 
troops in remgte areas of northern Houa Khong and 
huang Prabang provinces that are not connected by 
road to North Vietnam. ‘he new road construction may 
be the Communists! reaction to the increased activity 
of government guerrillas in the area during the past 
year, : 


The Chinese have been engaged in intermittent 
road building in the area under the terms of an agree- 
ment reached with Prime Minister Souvanna Phouda in 
1962. The current activity is the most significant 
singe 1963, when similar numbers of Chinese laborers 
were used fo complete the Meng-la ~ Phorg Saly road. 
At that time, the Chinese publicly announced plang 
to build a road system linking southern Yunnan with 
darger Laotian villages across the border. Tattle 
had been done to carry ont this plan, however, ex~ 
tept for sporadic work on the Meng~la ~ Ban Botena 
section of road by small labor gangs. (sage {Map} 
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